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SUB J : LEVIN-STANKEVICH PROTEST 

1 . MFA ASSERTION REFTEL THAT MRS. LEVIN-STANKEVICH'S BORDER 
CROSSING NIGHT OF OCTOBER 2-3 WOULD HAVE GONE SMOOTHLY BUT FOR 
FAILURE TO PRODUCE VISA "STUB" EITHER REFLECTS APPARENT 
FAILURE TO CONDUCT PROPER INQUIRY INTO CASE OR ELSE IS BALD- 
FACED LIE. ALL IREX LONG-TERM GRANTEES HERE ENTER USSR 

WITH ENTRY VISA ONLY. THIS IS SURRENDERED AT BORDER. THEY 
SUBSEQUENTLY GIVE THEIR PASSPORTS TO UNIVERSITY FOR REGIS- 
TRATION AT OVIR, AND GET THEM BACK WITH A REGISTRY STAMP ON 
ONE OF THE PASSPORT PAGES. THEY ARE LEFT WITH NO SEPARATE 
STUB OF ANY KIND. 

2. FURTHERMORE, MRS. LEVIN-STANKEVICH DENIES THAT BORDER GUARDS 
EVER ASKED FOR SUCH STUB OR THAT SHE TOLD THEM SHE HAD LEFT ANY- 
THING AT ALL BEHIND WITH HUSBAND IN LENINGRAD. PROVIDING MORE 
DETAILED ACCOUNT OF SCENE AT VYBORG THAT NIGHT, SHE REPORTS 
BORDER GUARDS SIMPLY ASKED FOR "EXIT VISA." AS SHE DOES 

NOT SPEAK RUSSIAN AND BORDER GUARDS DID NOT SPEAK ENGLISH, CUSTOMS 
WAS PRESSED INTO SERVICE AS INTERPRETER. MS. LEVIN- 
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STANKEVICH EXPLAINED, THROUGH CUSTOMS MAN, THAT SHE DID NOT 
HAVE WRITTEN EXIT VISA SINCE NEED TO LEAVE HAD SUDDENLY 
ARISEN SATURDAY AND IT HAD PROVEN IMPOSSIBLE TO GET VISA 
SATURDAY NIGHT OR SUNDAY. SHE FURTHER EXPLAINED THAT UNDER- 
STANDING HAD BEEN REACHED WITH MFA WHEREBY BORDER AUTHORITIES 
WERE TO HAVE BEEN ALERTED AND WOULD LET HER PASS. SHE VOLUN- 
TEERED WRITTEN LIST OF TELEPHONE NUMBERS (INCLUDING MFA CONSULAR 
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DIVISION DUTY NUMBER IN MOSCOW) PREPARED FOR JUST SUCH AN 
INSTANCE BY CONOFF IN LENINGRAD PRIOR TO DEPARTURE. BORDER 
GUARDS, ACCORDING MRS. LEVIN-STANKEVICH, WOULD NOT TAKE PROFERRED 
TELEPHONE LIST, BUT GOT OFF TRAIN FOR FEW MINUTES, PRESUMABLY 
TO MAKE INQUIRIES. WHEN THEY GOT BACK ON, THEY AGAIN ASKED 
FOR EXIT VISA AND SHE REPEATED EXPLANATION. BORDER GUARDS 
AGAIN LEFT TRAIN. WHEN THEY RETURNED TO MRS. LEVIN-STANKEVICH 
THIRD TIME THEY TOLD HER SHE HAD TO GET OFF. AT THIS POINT 
SHE TRIED TO MAKE THEM READ LETTER, ALSO PREPARED FOR SUCH 
EMERGENCY, FROM CONOFF REQUESTING ASSISTANCE TO "AMERICAN 
IN DISTRESS.” BORDER GUARDS REFUSED TO LOOK AT LETTER AND PUT 
HER OFF TRAIN IN TEARS. 

3. RECOMMEND MFA REPLY BE REJECTED AND THAT THIS INCIDENT BE 
UTILIZED TO MAXIMUM EXTENT POSSIBLE TO ELICIT APPROVAL FOR 
BLANKET GRANTING OF EXIT VISAS TO ALL AMERICAN EXCHANGE SCHOLARS 
AND DEPENDENTS HERE. FURTHER URGE THAT REPLY TO MFA REITERATE 
DEMAND FOR REFUND TO LEVIN-STANKEVICHES OF COST OF LENINGRAD- 
HELSINKI TRAIN TICKET, FOR WHICH THEY STILL OUT OF POCKET. 
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